
The purpose of this article is to dis-
cuss what gifted and talented education is
and why minorities have been consistently
under-represented in such programs. Rec-
ommendations will be offered to promote
a high-quality education for all students
regardless of their identification, place-
ment, or ethnicity.

Traditionally, there has been an
overrepresentation of minority students in
special education. However, there is oneaspect of special education in which mi-
norities are underrepresented. Minority
students with gifted and talented
exceptionalities are underrepresented in
special school programs designed to serve
this group.

A student is considered to be '"ifted
and talented"when she or he performs at,
or has the potential to perform at, a higher
intellectual capability than other students
of the same age. These students may dem-
onstrate high intellectual, artistic, or cre-
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ative capability. Specific selection proce
dures measure students' academic and in
tellectual superiority (Pearson et al. 1990)
Approximately three to five percent of th(
general population has gifted and talente6
exceptionalities.

Students with gifted and talented
exceptionalities require special services to
meet their needs. The gifted and talented
(G.T.) curriculum promotes higher-order
thinling skills and problem-solving. In the
regular classroom, gifted and talented stu-
dents are not challenged, and become
bored when they have to wait for their
peers to acquire certain concepts. When
students with gifted and talented
exceptionalities are not properly identified,
theyrisknot achieving their academic and
social potential.

G.T. classes differ from general edu-
cation classes because they provide a more
individualized and challenging learning
environment. G.T. services are either pro-
vided in the regular classroom through aspecial curriculum, or the students are
pulled out of the regular classroom to re-
ceive instruction.

According to Tracy Weinber (2002), Di-
rector of the Texas Association for the
Gifted and Talented, the most effective
means of meeting the needs of these stu-
dents is through some type of specialized
class.

Gifted and talented education falls un-
der the umbrella of special education be-
cause it serves a special population with
special educational needs. Specific testing
is conducted, and test results are utilized
to determine appropriate placement and
appropriate services based on each
student's needs. Therefore, it is important
to be informed of and follow the mandates
that oversee G.T. programs and assess-
ment processes.

Students with gifted and talented
exceptionalities come from all cultural and
socioeconomic backgrounds. As there are
no inherent intellectual differences among
people of different ethnicities, there should
be an equal distribution of needs and
exceptionalities throughout cultures.
When the representation is not in propor-
tion to the population, this brings up the
question of unfairness and discriminatory
factors which hinder or put minorities at
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